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PLÁCIDO DOMINGO THE STAR OF 2019
FOR A WEEK OF UNIQUE EVENTS ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEBUT
The great artiste in Oman today with Fondazione Arena
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The great Spanish singer is currently at Muscat’s Royal Opera House with the orchestra and technicians of the Arena di Verona for the Gala Zarzuela. At the same time of the trip in the Sultanate of Oman, General Manager Cecilia Gasdia and Domingo announce the week of initiatives and performances dedicated to him at the 2019 Opera Festival from 28th July to 4th August: he will be baritone, orchestra conductor and star of the special evening celebrating the 50th anniversary of his debut at the Arena and in Italy.  

Although the 96th Opera Festival has just ended triumphantly with Aida on 1st September, the Fondazione Arena staff and performers haven’t stopped work: a hundred orchestra musicians, costume and make-up department staff and technicians are 6,000 kilometres from Verona, to stage the best of authentic musical Spain on three consecutive evenings: the star is Plácido Domingo, who has taken the Gala Zarzuela, the show performed to a sold-out Arena audience in 2017, to Oman. With him there will be the voices of Arturo Chacón Cruz and Ana Maria Martinez, Verona director Stefano Trespidi and young Valencia conductor Jordi Bernàcer, recently applauded at the Aida and Nabucco performed in the Verona amphitheatre. 
The 2018 show, dedicated to the great Spanish theatrical and musical tradition of the Zarzuela, will be staged on 6th and 8th September, whereas, on the 7th, the Arena’s artistic and technical team are presenting Fuego, a fusion of ballet and flamenco created by great Spanish dancer and choreographer Antonio Gades and the famous director Carlos Saura, based on El Amor brujo by Manuel De Falla.
This tour is the fifth collaboration between the Fondazione Arena and the great Oman theatre, inaugurated in October 2011 by Turandot with direction and set design by Franco Zeffirelli and with the complete Verona artistic cast, conducted on that occasion precisely by Plácido Domingo. 
In concomitance with the trip to Muscat, Oman’s capital, Fondazione Arena di Verona’s General Manager and Artistic Director Cecilia Gasdia and the famous singer and conductor announce the agreement regarding the week of unique events during which Plácido Domingo will be the star of the 2019 Arena di Verona Opera Festival.
The celebrations will begin on 28th July 2019, the date on which the great Spanish artiste will step on to the Arena podium to conduct the orchestra, chorus and exceptional cast of Aida, in the historical edition by Gianfranco de Bosio which, with its successful production, recreates the magic of the first opera night on 10th August 1913, when everything started for the Arena Festival.
This will be followed, under the banner of the Busseto genius and in particular of La Traviata, with a new 2019 Festival production. On 1st August 2019 Plácido Domingo will sing, performing for the first time at the Arena the most important of Verdi’s great paternal characters: Giorgio Germont, the father of Alfredo and, metaphorically, of Violetta, the fulcrum of the protagonist’s downfall and redemption. 

The following evening, on 2nd August 2019, Domingo will once again be on the conductor’s podium for Carmen, an opera he has performed many times as a tenor under the baton of the most eminent conductors, such as Kleiber, Solti, Abbado, Prêtre and Maazel, and which he has directed on a few exceptional occasions. The production will be that which inaugurated the 2018 Festival, by Hugo de Ana.
This one-of-a-kind week will end with a unique special evening: on 4th August 2019 the stage will host the Plácido Domingo 50 Arena Anniversary Night, which will present a new production of three opera acts in scenic form, with the Arena artistes and a legendary cast alongside the world’s great opera star, performing in three different roles. The program is entirely dedicated to Giuseppe Verdi: Parts III and IV of Nabucco (which, alongside “Va’ pensiero”, a true “must”, include wonderful duets and the great aria Dio di Giuda), Act 1 of I due Foscari (a great early Verdi opera, never performed at the Arena) and the final act of Macbeth, one of Domingo’s baritone pièces de résistance and a trove of musical gems such as the great sleepwalking scene and the aria Pietà, rispetto, amore. 
Worldwide star Domingo began his illustrious career in Italy precisely at the Arena di Verona in the summer of 1969, with Turandot and Don Carlo, alongside other legends such as Montserrat Caballé, Birgit Nilsson, Piero Cappuccilli and Fiorenza Cossotto, in marvellous productions. A top-level international career then followed, which continues to this day, as a tenor, baritone, orchestra conductor, general manager and mentor of young talents. The performances already scheduled with which he will be the star of 2019, therefore further strengthen the deep bond between the Verona amphitheatre’s Opera Festival and this great artiste, 50 years after his debut on the world’s largest stage. 
It is already possible to book seats for each of these exceptional events and all the dates of the 2019 Arena di Verona Opera Festival, at special prices until 24th December. To discover all the details and buy tickets, just visit the Web site www.arena.it and the social channels of the Arena di Verona.  
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